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          Gardener’s Manual - Rules and Regulations 2025-2026 
 

 

Our mission is to provide access to fresh, organic fruits, 

vegetables, and flowers through the development of 

community gardens. The gardens are a place of beauty for all 

to enjoy, in which neighbors can connect. Through the sharing 

of ideas and knowledge, people involved in the community 

gardens will benefit from increased awareness of organic 

gardening, health, and nutrition 
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Welcome New Gardeners  

A community garden means many things to many people. For some, a community garden is a place to grow 
food, flowers and herbs in the company of friends and neighbors. For others, it’s a place to reconnect with nature 
or get physical exercise. Yet others use community gardens simply because they lack adequate space to have a 
garden at home. Whatever your reason EBCG welcomes you. 

We are a dedicated group of gardeners that promote sustainable, organic gardening. Our gardens, located at 
Sachem Rock Farm 355 Plymouth Street Rt.106 East Bridgewater MA, are supported and maintained by our 
plotholders along with support from the town of East Bridgewater. We offer individual garden plots 
and opportunities to learn about gardening, healthy eating, and sustainable practices, as well as interaction 
and fellowship within our community of garden enthusiasts. 

       

This document contains important information about how EBCG operates and who to contact with general and 
specific questions. It also contains information about how you can pitch in to make the garden run smoothly and 
efficiently. Because community gardening requires a fair amount of work beyond tending your own plot, every 
gardener is asked to participate to the best of his or her ability in the management and upkeep of the entire 
garden. 
 Successful and vibrant community gardens rely on the dedication of each and every gardener to 1) maintain his 

or her own plot and 2) contribute to the upkeep and management of the entire garden. There are many jobs that 

need to be done in order to help the garden run smoothly, including keeping paths weeded or mulched, 

maintaining tools and equipment, planning events and workshops, stocking and hauling supplies and building 

raised beds, among other things The adage many hands make light work is appropriate. If everyone pitches in 

according to their ability and desire, then the garden will prosper and grow.  
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EBCG Rules and Regulations 2025-2026 

These are organic gardens. Only organic pest controls and fertilizers should be used. No herbicides, chemical 
poisons, PVC structures or pressure-treated wood may be used. 
 
Gardeners must maintain their plots regularly, and weed the paths adjoining their plots. 
Garden waste is to be disposed of only in areas designated by the Community Gardens 
Stewards (CGS). Soil amendment such as finished compost, sheet mulching, green manure crop or other 
method as approved the CGS is recommended. Plots that appear to be untended for a period of time may be 
assigned to another gardener or used for food pantries. Contact the garden stewards. sachem@ebcgma.org if 
you need assistance, will be out of town for an extended period of time or if you plan to discontinue use of your 
plot. 

Gardeners are expected to prepare their plots for planting in May. If by June 1st (weather permitting) planting 
has not commenced, and/or if a plot appears to be abandoned at any point in the growing season, the plot holder 
will be contacted by email and will have 3 days to respond. If no response is received, their plot will be forfeited. 
Abandoned plots may be made available to wait listed gardeners or will be used for food pantry crops. At the end 
of the season, plots are to be cleaned up (all dead plant debris removed). Plots not cleaned of plant debris by 
the Sunday after Thanksgiving are subject to forfeiture of renewal privileges. Please contact the CGS, 
sachem@ebcgma.org, if this cleanup cannot be done. 

Everyone is expected to participate in some share of the organized work, e.g. community work projects or 
other tasks as specified by the CGS. 
 
The EBCG newsletter is published, each month, via group email, to all plotholders and subscribers. Information 
regarding the gardens, when applicable, will appear in the newsletter or in a separate plot-holder group email. 
Plot holders are required to check their email regularly and are held responsible for the garden information within 
the emails. 
 
Driving to the gardens is not permitted. Please park only in the paved parking lot. Parking in the lane above 
the gardens is restricted to EBCG stewards only. Please use available equipment such as wagon or 
wheelbarrow to help transport supplies from the paved lot, and/or contact a CGS member for assistance. 
 
Consideration must be made for Center at Sachem Rock Farm events. Occasionally, plotholders will not be 
allowed on site in order to accommodate rentals of the Center. Plot holders will be notified via email. In general, 
the hours for the gardens are dawn to dusk daily, unless precluded by an event. 
 
Gardeners are to use caution/keep clear when haying takes place at the Sachem Rock Farm. 
 
Avoid wasteful use of water. Water is a precious commodity. Too much or too little can harmful. Be aware of 
the best times to water. Be cognizant of your plants’ needs. Do not flood your plot and do not water others’ 
gardens unless asked. Be sure to turn off the water when done watering and please drain the hoses leaving them 
neatly stretched out. To download Instructions for using the EBCG watering system click here: EBCG Water 
System. Gardeners are expected to adhere to all East Bridgewater watering restrictions. 
 
EBCG tools and supplies are to be stored neatly in the shed when they are not in use. Tools and equipment in 
the shed are for all plot holders' use.  
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:sachem@ebcgma.org
mailto:sachem@ebcgma.org
http://ebcgma.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/EBCG-Using-new-water-setup-R2.pdf
http://ebcgma.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/EBCG-Using-new-water-setup-R2.pdf
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EBCG Rules and Regulations 2025-2026 

Plot holders will receive a key to the shed that must be returned upon relinquishing a plot. 
Making copies of the key without approval of the CGS is prohibited. A lost key replacement fee $5 will be 
accessed.  
 
Gardeners are responsible for their guests. Children under 12 must be with an adult. No running is allowed in 
the gardens. Please remind guests & children to be mindful of other gardeners’ plots. 
 
Pets, smoking, and drinking alcohol are prohibited in the gardens. 
 
We welcome plot rentals to groups, e.g. neighbors, an organization, etc. For the purposes of plot rental, a 
group is defined as 3 or more people who are willing and able to fully participate in gardening and maintenance 
throughout the entire season. One group member must be designated as the contact person, and all participants 
must sign off on the Rules and Regulations. The CGS may verify by phone or email the participation of group plot 
members. If group activity and participation is not evident, the rental eligibility for the group will be forfeited the 
following year. The determination of eligibility for group plots is at the discretion of the CGS, and their decision is 
final. 
 
If someone other than you is helping to maintain your plot on a regular basis, you must provide a CGS 
member with their contact information. All people who are working in the gardens must adhere to the Rules and 
Regulations  
 
For the safety of all gardeners and the security of the gardens, get to know your neighbors and report any 
irregularities to the CGS. The garden gate must be closed and latched upon leaving the gardens. 
 
Donations require Approval. All donations must be approved by the CGS. Space in the shed is limited. Do not 

place donated items in the shed without authorization by the CGS. 

In the spirit of community that is in keeping with the ideals promoted by the Community 
Gardens, it is expected that participation of plot holders and all those involved with the gardens will do so in a 
manner that is supportive, collaborative, and positive. This includes but is not limited to how people 
communicate, interact, and work with each other and the CGS. Anyone unwilling or unable to comply with these 
expectations will be asked to leave the gardens and will no longer be allowed access to them. This decision will 
be at the discretion of the CGS, and their decision is final. 
 

An annual rental fee will be charged each calendar year. This nonrefundable fee will be used for garden 
supplies, classes, maintenance and other expenses. All gardeners are required to complete a plot rental or 
renewal form annually 

Work days are scheduled during the season. Please plan to attend to get to know your fellow gardeners and 
help with garden upkeep and special projects. 

EBCG stewards reserve the right to impose restrictions/prohibitions on the planting of certain vegetables or 
flowers. Restrictions may be imposed for, but not limited to, prevention of disease or pest infestation.  

Prohibitions: Illegal plants are prohibited. Growing corn, as it may shade other plots, is also prohibited. A proven 
method of disrupting the cycle of infestations is crop rotation. Due to continued Colorado potato beetle 
infestation, potatoes are again prohibited for 2026.  

Violations: Gardening privileges may be revoked if any of the Rules and Regulations is violated. 
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 Plot Rental Process 
 
 
Returning Gardeners - Plot Renewal 
 
A renewal invitation will be sent out to current plot holders in October. To renew a plot for the upcoming season, 
please complete and submit the renewal form and mail a check for payment to the address listed below. The 
form and payment must be received by December 15th. If payment is not received by the deadline, the plot 
will be considered not renewed and assigned to another gardener. 
 
New Gardeners - Plot Rental  
 
As plots become available a rental invitation will be sent, via email/text, to new gardeners selected from our wait 
list based in the order received. Each new gardener must complete the rental form and send a check to the 
address listed below within 10 days of the invitation date. If not received by the deadline, the plot will be 
considered not rented and assigned to the next prospective gardener on the Wait List. 

 
 
Please make checks payable to: EBCG  
 
And mail to: 
East Bridgewater Community Gardens 
C/o East Bridgewater Town Hall 
175 Central Street 
East Bridgewater, MA 02333 

 
2025-2026 Plot Rental Fees 

Plot Size Fee 
Small  10’x10’ $30.00 

Large 10’x20’ $40.00 

 

Note: Payment is by check only.  
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Contact List for EBCG Stewards 

Position Name(s) EBCG Email 

 
Steward/Chairman 

 
Ken Reale sachem@ebcgma.org 

 
Steward/Treasurer 

 
Tony Realini sachem@ebcgma.org 

 
Steward/Secretary 

 
Leah Murray sachem@ebcgma.org 

 
Steward/Vice Chair 

 
Deana LePine sachem@ebcgma.org 

 

mailto:sachem@ebcgma.org
mailto:sachem@ebcgma.org
mailto:sachem@ebcgma.org
mailto:sachem@ebcgma.org
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EBCG PLOT MAP 2025 

(To be updated for 2026 after assignments have been confirmed.) 
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EBCG Plotholder Deadlines 2022 

Event Date/Time Purpose 

Plotholder 2025 plot rental renewal   

02/15/2025 

   Existing plotholders must complete the renewal 

process to retain rental of their plot.  

New Plotholder 2025 rental:  

March offers 

 

03/15/2025 

   New plotholders must complete the rental process to 

secure their plot   

Plot activity 2025 06/01/2025 

 

   Evidence of plot activity must be  observed by this 

date to retain plot 

 

Plot Cleanup 2025  

  

11/11/2025 

  Your plot should be cleaned by this date to guarantee 

your option for next year. 

 

FAQs 

Questions about how the garden operates will arise throughout the year. The following are answers to some 

frequently asked questions. Other questions can be directed to the garden stewards 

How much does it cost to garden here?  
Plot rental rates for 2024-2025 are $30 for small 10’x10’ and $40 for large 10’x20’  

 

What kinds of tools, equipment and supplies are available at the garden? 

Typical garden tools, shovels, rakes, hoses, etc. are available in the garden shed   

 

Can I leave a sprinkler or soaker hose “on” if I am not at the garden? 

Sprinklers are not allowed in the gardens and water is not to be left on unattended 

  

How are plot sizes assigned? 

An effort is made to accommodate preferences however plot sizes are assigned based on availability. 

 

Who do I contact for gardening advice? 

EBCG and CGS are more than willing to provide guidance and advice  

 

How much time should I expect to spend at the garden? 

Time spent in the garden varies greatly. Every season and every crop presents a different set of circumstances 

and challenges. During gardening season, frequent visits (2-3 times a week) allow you to better monitor plant 

health, watering needs, ripening of vegetables, weeds, disease & insect control. If you need help please contact 

the garden stewards. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

  


